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If you can’t fly then run, if you can’t run then walk, if 
you can’t walk then crawl, but whatever you do you 
have to keep moving forward.  
 
 
 



 

 

Message from The President 
 

 
As President of the Eta Theta Lambda Chapter of 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc., I would like to 
express my gratitude and appreciation to the 
Brothers of this great chapter who have come 
together volunteering their time, talents, and 
expertise to help make this unprecedented Virtual 
MLK / Black History Month program become a 
reality. 
 
In 1986, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Birthday 

became a Federal Holiday observed and celebrated across the United States of 
America. Dr. King has taught us that the color of a person’s skin cannot stop 
them from realizing goals or pursuing dreams; however, lack of education is a 
thief and a road block to youth reaching their full potential. Eta Theta Lambda 
chapter is passionate about helping young people reach for the highest heights 
and inspires them to become bright stars. 
 
Experience tells us that education in collaboration with perseverance, 
motivation, resiliency, character, integrity and charity is a recipe for a fulfilled 
life. Special congratulations to this year’s Drum Major Award Honorees, 
Deadra Faulkner, and Suffolk County Sherriff, Errol Toulon. Collegiate Drum 
Major Award Honoree, Brother Justin Jackson, Youth Community Service 
Honoree Alexa Boylan, and this year’s Trailblazer Award Honoree Brother Dr. 
Basil Smikle Jr. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank this programs Co-Chairs Brothers 
Sidney Joyner, and William Mills for their hard work and dedication and have 
led the chapters MLK program committee by example during this difficult time 
in our country. My hope is that all in attendance 
today leave with a renewed passion to help those less fortunate, and continue 
to keep the dream of Brother Dr, Martin Luther King Jr alive. 
 
Rodney H. McRae 
President 
 
Eta Theta Lambda Chapter 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Message from MLK Chairman 
 

Dear, Community Partners, Sponsors and Supporters, 
 
The Brothers of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., Eta 
Theta Lambda Chapter on Long Island welcome you to 
the 36th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Black History 
Month Commemorative Awards Celebration.   
 
Due to COVID19 and in the spirit of social distancing 
attendees will experience the event virtually. The 2021 
commemorative awards celebration theme is: 
 

Legacy of Social Justice Past, Present and Future. 
 
Facing civil uncertainty, we shall never waver from the call to seek social justice for 
all. We draw strength from our rich history of leaders who were champions of social 
justice. Their efforts helped shape the current generation of trailblazers, whose 
deeds are inspiring our future leaders. 
 
Proceeds from the event will help us raise funds for our 2021 college scholarships 
program. Additionally, the awards celebration funds our annual HBCU College Tour 
program, Youth Mentoring and College/Success Readiness Program and provides 
support to other educational/community service initiatives of our ETL Education 
Foundation.  
 
Since 1985, the Annual MLK Awards Celebration has honored distinguished 
individuals who have made significant contributions locally, nationally and globally. 
These men and women are lauded for their work in the struggle to advance civil and 
human rights. Honorees include seasoned activists as well as rising youth leaders. 
 
The Eta Theta Lambda Chapter will celebrate the partnership and community works 
of several community figures at its 36th Annual Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Black 
History Month Commemorative Awards Celebration. The daytime virtual celebration 
will take place on Saturday, February 27 at 12:00 p.m. This is a free event, open to 
the public, and will be broadcast on Zoom, YouTube and Facebook. To underwrite 
the costs of this virtual program we are selling luncheon raffle tickets at 
www.longislandalphas.com and sponsorship opportunities. 
 
We look forward to seeing you on this momentous occasion as we pay homage to 
the life and legacy of Dr. King. Thank you for your support of the 2021 Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Black History Month Commemorative Awards Celebration. For more 
information about this event contact: Bro. Sidney B. Joyner / 718.809.4575 / 
36thMLKCelebration@gmail.com, or Visit: 
www.longislandalphas.com 
 
Sidney B. Joyner  
2021 MLK Awards Chairman 



 

 

         
 

       
 

         
 

      
 

        



 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 



 

 

The Program  
  
Master of Ceremonies ........................................... Bro. Stanfort Perry    
  

Lift Every Voice and Sing 
“The Negro National Anthem” 

  
Invocation.............................................................. Bro Richard Hayes                          
  
Greetings from MLK Luncheon Chair ................ Bro. Sidney Joyner  
  
Greetings from Chapter President ..................... Bro. Rodney McRae  
  
Greetings from Eastern Region Vice President Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. ……………………………... Bro. Lucien Metellus  
  
A Reflection of the Legacy of  ....................... Bro. Steven Skinner 
Bro. Dr. Martin Luther King  
  
  

Youth	Community	Service	Award	Alexa	Boylan		
  
Presenter ............................................................... Bro. Carl Boylan   
  
Brother of the Year  ............................................. Bro. Eddie Gripper   
 

 
Long Island NPHC Acknowledgement 

 
In Memoriam  -  
Tribute to Bro. Robert D. Horton ……………. Bro. Kendall Richards 
  



 

 

Keynote Speaker Introduction ................................ Bro. Jerry Bright 
  
Keynote Speaker ....................................... Bro. Basil Smikle, Jr., PhD 
  

    Trailblazer Award 
Bro. Basil Smikle, Jr., PhD  

Presenter ............................................................... Bro. Rodney McRae  
  

Youth Drum Major Award  
Bro. Justin Jackson  

Presenter ............................................................... Bro. Jason Ellison  
  

Drum Major Award  
Sheriff Errol D. Toulson, PhD  

Presenter .............................................................Bro. DuWayne Gregory  
  

 Drum Major Award 
Mrs. Deadra Faulkner 

Presenter ............................................................... Bro. Kyle Bollar  
  
Eta Theta Lambda Unsung Award ........................... Bro. Ian Jones  
  
President’s Award .................................................. Bro. Rodney McRae  
 
Announcement of Raffle Winners ……………….. Bro. Stanfort Perry 
  
Closing Remarks ..................................................... Bro. Rodney McRae  
  
Benediction............................................................ Bro. Richard Hayes                                                   

 
Fraternity Hymn  

 



 

 

 

 

Fraternity and Chapter History  

   Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. was founded on the campus of Cornell 
University in 1906 and became the first collegiate African American 
fraternity.  Seven undergraduate students came together in the spirit of 
mutual support and community uplift and laid the foundation for an 
organization that has withstood the test of time.    

   Since 1906, over 175,000 men have been initiated into Alpha Phi Alpha.   
Currently there are over 700 college and alumni chapters, including chapters 
in Africa, Europe and the Caribbean.  Since its inception the fraternity has 
played an integral role in the promotion of positive college life, community 
betterment, and youth development.   

   The fraternity motto “First of all, servants of all, we shall transcend all” has 
led to the development of a series of national programs and initiatives that all 
units of the fraternity participate.  These programs include partnerships with 
the March of Dimes, Big Brothers/Big Sisters, the Bone Marrow Donor 
Program, and the Boy Scouts of America.    

   Long term national programs also include “A Voteless People is a Hopeless  
People;” the fraternity’s voter registration/education program and “Go to 
High School, Go To College;” its youth development and education initiative.  
The fraternity also served as the successful primary fundraising coordinator 
for the Martin Luther King Memorial in Washington, DC.  

   Eta Theta Lambda Chapter was founded in 1959 in Wyandanch, New York 
and has a long history of community service.  It regularly participates in 



 

 

holiday toy drives, the March of Dimes March for Babies, youth mentoring 
programs, and several other community events.  

   In 1985 the chapter established the ETL Education Foundation.  Since its 
founding the Foundation has awarded thousands of college scholarship 
dollars, mentored hundreds of young men, held several youth oratorical 
contests and for 39 consecutive years has sponsored the annual college tour.  

   A weeklong tour of approximately 14 historically black colleges and 
universities, the College Tour provides primarily high school sophomores, 
juniors, and seniors with the opportunity to explore college life, meet with 
admissions counselors, and consider new educational options.    
   Historically black colleges and universities have a long history of providing 
effective education.  They continue to play a major role in educating our 
youth.     Over 3800 students from as far away as The Virgin Islands and 
Africa have participated in the College Tour.   

   Through its continued work in youth leadership development, college 
readiness, youth mentoring, voter education, and other programming the Eta 
Theta Lambda chapter and the ETL Education Foundation continue to strive 
for effective and innovative community service.     

    
  

    
 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Basil Smikle, Jr., PhD 
Rutgers University 

 
 
Dr. Basil Smikle Jr. is a Professor at 
Rutgers University-Newark in the School 
Public Affairs and Administration and 

lectures at Columbia University's School of International and Public 
Affairs and Teachers College.  He has also been named Campaign 
Manager at Ray McGuire for Mayor of New York City. With over 15 
years in higher education and 25 years of a career dedicated to 
public service, Basil regularly shares insights on electoral politics, 
governance, and public policy on national media outlets such as 
MSNBC, CNN, and Bloomberg TV.  Basil holds a PhD in Politics and 
Education and an MPA from Columbia University, and received a 
Bachelor of Science from Cornell University.  
 
In the midst of racial unrest and a health care crisis brought on by 
the pandemic, Basil has become a leading voice on criminal justice 
reform, improved ballot access and against voter suppression. 
During 2020, he moderated or joined discussions with national civil 
rights leaders, Members of Congress and local advocates to 
educate the public about opportunities to mobilize around the most 
pressing issues of the day.  A direct result of his leadership on these 
issues, Basil co-teaches a class this Spring at Columbia University 
with New York State Attorney General Tish James entitled 
Rethinking Policing for the 21st Century. 
 
From 2017-2019, Basil served as the Distinguished Lecturer of 
Politics and Public Policy at the City University of New York’s School 
of Labor and Urban Studies.  Prior to that, he was appointed by 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and Former Governor David Paterson to 
serve as the Executive Director of the New York State Democratic 



 

 

Party where he was the “second highest ranking Democrat” in the 
State.  Basil worked closely with elected officials and community 
leaders to manage electoral and fundraising strategies for the 
State. He recruited candidates for political office and worked 
closely with the Democratic National Committee to create 
grassroots mobilization programs and act as a Party surrogate 
during the 2016 cycle.  Under Basil’s leadership, Democrats flipped 
county legislatures, and county-wide seats - laying the foundation 
for returning the State Senate to full Democratic control in 2018 
and flipping three Congressional seats.  He received awards from 
Governor Andrew Cuomo and New York State Comptroller Tom 
DiNapoli for his commitment to public service and education 
equity.  
 
            Basil was a senior aide to Hillary Rodham Clinton on her 
Senate staff where he advised Senator Clinton on state-wide policy 
and politics. His work and collaboration had a substantial impact 
on the State of New York….Mrs. Clinton called Basil a “key advisor 
and tremendous public servant...who makes sure all voices are 
heard” 
 
A life-long New Yorker and raised in the Bronx by Jamaican 
immigrants, he is inspired by his father, a retired textile worker, 
and mother, a long-time public school special education teacher.  
Basil is a proud member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity Inc., Prince 
Hall Free and Accepted Masons, and 100 Black Men of New York 
where he helped start the Eagle Academy in the Bronx which has 
grown to 6 schools in New York and New Jersey. He is also a 
founding Board Member of the Harlem Hebrew Academy Charter 
School and sits on the Board of the NYC Center for Charter 
Excellence 
 
 

	
	
	

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Present 
 

2021 Drum Major Honorees 
 

“….If any of you are around when I have to meet my day, I don’t 
want a long funeral. And if you get somebody to deliver the 
eulogy, tell them not to talk too long. And every now and 

then I wonder what I want them to say. Tell them not to mention 
that I have a Nobel Peace prize- that isn’t important. Tell them 
not to mention where I went to school. I’d like somebody to 

mention that day that Martin Luther King, Jr., tried to give his life 
serving others. 

 
I’d like for somebody to say that Martin Luther King, Jr., tried to 
Love somebody. I want you to say that I tried to be right on the 
war question. I want you to be able to say that day that I did try 

to feed the hungry. And I want you to be able to say that I did try 
in my life to clothe those who were naked. I want you to say that 

I tried to love and serve humanity. 
 

Yes, if you want to say that I was a drum major, say that. I was a 
drum major for justice. Say that I was a drum major for peace. I 
was a drum major for righteousness. And all of the other shallow 
things will not matter. I won’t have any money to leave behind. I 
won’t have the fine and luxurious things of life to leave behind. 

But I just want to leave a committed life behind…” 
 

Excerpt from the Drum Major Instinct sermon delivered at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, Atlanta Georgia, February 4, 1968 



 

 

 
 

 
 DR. ERROL D. TOULON, JR. 

      Suffolk County Sheriff 
 

 
 

On January 1, 2018, Errol D. Toulon, Jr., Ed.D., 
became Suffolk County, New York’s 67th Sheriff 
and the County’s first African-American to be 
elected to a non-judicial countywide office. As 
Suffolk’s highest-ranking law enforcement 
official, he is working to serve and protect the 
county’s 1.5 million residents through innovative 
programs to reduce crime and recidivism, and by 
implementing sound fiscal policies.   
 
Sheriff Toulon is highly focused on using data 
analytics and technological assets to capture 
crime patterns --which are used to uncover trends 
like drug dealing in local neighborhoods and the 

movement of international gangs encroaching into parts of Suffolk County. 
Early in his term, he reorganized departments into multi-disciplinary teams 
focused on corrections intelligence gathering, violent crimes, gang activity and 
human trafficking. 
 
In his first year, and in the wake of heightened violence in schools nationwide, 
Sheriff Toulon launched the Sandy Hook Promise School Safety Initiative.  
Since then, more than 22,000 students have been taught to recognize the signs 
of a peer in distress, especially on social media, and how to report concerning 
information to a trusted adult.   
 
He has also made it a priority to get to the root causes of youthful delinquency 
and inter-generational crime.  In October 2018, Sheriff Toulon launched a task 
force named Deconstructing the Prison Pipeline to study these issues, drive 



 

 

policy discussions, and implement solutions. Simultaneously, he greatly 
expanded correctional rehabilitation programming aimed to reduce recidivism 
and improve offenders’ desistance from crime.  In just 2 years, he launched 
Choose Your Path for young adults, Choose to Thrive for incarcerated women, 
a Senior Citizen Program POD, and made significant improvements to the 
Sheriff’s Addiction Treatment Program.  He also launched the nation’s first 
jail-based Human Trafficking Initiative which assesses all county inmates for 
signs of victimization. Programming is offered to both pre-trial and sentenced 
individuals and is aimed at addressing the needs and deficits correlated with 
criminal activity, such as substance abuse, mental health issues, limited 
educational and employment skills, transportation, housing, and identification 
issues. 
 
 
Sheriff Toulon has more than 30 years of criminal-justice experience, heavily 
centered upon corrections intelligence and combating gang violence. Prior to 
serving as Suffolk County Sheriff, Errol worked for 22 years as a Uniformed 
Member of Service with the New York City Department of Correction.  In July 
of 2014, he was named Deputy Commissioner of Operations for the New York 
City Department of Correction. 
  
Sheriff Toulon is certified through the Department of Homeland Security in 
Emergency Planning, Radiological Emergency Management, Incident 
Response to Terrorist Bombing, WMD Threat and Risk Assessment and State 
Disaster Management. In addition, he is certified to teach courses in weapons 
of mass destruction awareness, National Incident Management Systems 
(NIMS), domestic terrorism and hate crimes. He received his Master’s degree 
in Business Administration and Doctorate in Educational Administration from 
Dowling College; an advanced certificate in Homeland Security Management 
from Long Island University, and he attended leadership courses at the JFK 
School of Government at Harvard University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

Deadra Faulkner 
Director of School Counseling/Guidance 

Westbury Union Free School District 
 

Deadra Faulkner was born and raised in 
Brooklyn, New York. She received her 
education from the New York City Public 
School System and is a proud graduate of 
Clara Barton High School for the Health 
Professions. Mrs. Faulkner attended SUNY 
Buffalo State College as a first generation 
college student and took on the challenge 
of joining the U.S. Army Reserve while 
attending college. She received her 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Social Work 
in 1992 and immediately pursued a 
Master of Science Degree in Counseling 
Psychology from Canisius College. Mrs. 
Faulkner completed an accelerated 
Masters Degree while working as a 
College Advisor for the HEOP program for 
Buffalo State College. This experience 

confirmed her passion for “Making a Difference” in the lives of young adults 
who required personal support and career guidance. Being a proud graduate 
of the HEOP program, Mrs. Faulkner understood the importance of being 
authentic when building relationships among students and faculty. She 
realized that her future career would be more than a job but that of a change 
agent, life-changer and difference maker. 
 
She began her career as a High School Counselor at Walt 
Whitman High School/ South Huntington Union Free School District in 1994. 
From School Counselor to Club Advisor, First Advisor for the first 
multicultural “STEP TEAM”, Counselor 
Mentor and Testing Coordinator, her roles multiplied and so did her 
relationship with the most amazing young people that she ever met. The 
most memorable moments were seeing the 
leadership potential in students of color who were developing their voice in a 
school district that was hesitant to change with the shift to a diverse student 
population.  
 



 

 

After several years she pursued her second Masters Degree in School 
Administration from CUNY Queens College and transitioned to a Building 
Leadership position at West Babylon High School. Mrs. Faulkner continued to 
take on leadership roles as the Master Schedule Developer, and High School 
Data Coordinator. Evoking Change in a “working class” School District, She 
began to network with Colleges and Universities to pave a way for high 
performing students to obtain an ivy league education and expand the 
opportunities for all students. 
 
Mrs. Faulkner had a vision to obtain a District Level position in a neighboring 
school district where she could build the capacity for students to experience 
school counseling from a place of 
passion and purpose. She took the position as Director of Guidance at 
Westbury Union Free School in 2006 with energy and enthusiasm knowing 
that this would be her “forever home”. 
For the past fifteen years, Mrs. Faulkner has supervised a team of fifteen 
passionate and dedicated School Counseling Professionals who tirelessly 
work to “MAKE A DIFFERENCE” in the lives of both students and families 
within the community.  
 
She has held multiple roles as the Title IX District Investigator, District DASA 
(Dignity for All Students Act Coordinator), High School Master Schedule 
Developer and District Level Administrator. Her role as Director of Guidance 
fosters the development of a comprehensive school counseling program that 
is instrumental to the personal development of over five thousand students 
from a three-tiered approach. Academic Guidance, Social Emotional 
Counseling, College, Career & Life Readiness which are the pillars for student 
development and academic success.  
 
Mrs. Faulkner is the facilitator of the Industry Advisory Council for Westbury 
UFSD/Westbury High School and coordinates partnerships with over one 
hundred local community agencies and organizations. Her Advisory Council 
has become the model for several local school districts. She is an advocate 
for change and has held the position of Vice President for three years as an 
Executive Board Member for the Westbury Association for Administrator and 
Supervisors, Current Executive Board Member for the Nassau Counselors 
Association, Nassau County representative for the Long Island Higher 
Education Regional Advisory Council, District Liaison for Nassau BOCES 
Mental Health Consortium, member of the Nassau and Suffolk County 
Directors of Guidance Associations, New York State School Counselors 
Association, and the New York State Association for Women Administrators. 
 



 

 

She also serves as a member of the Nassau Community College Nursing 
Advisory Board, New York Institute of Technology Education Advisory Board, 
HERSTORY Advisory Board, Princeton 
Review Advisory Board and currently serves as the Westbury School District 
Delegate for the College Board to develop programs that promote student 
academic success and college/career readiness. Mrs. Faulkner also shares 
her expertise and passion as a Local and State and National Presenter for the 
Long Island Student Support Team Conference, New York State 
School Counselors Association and Hobsons Naviance Company. She is the 
recipient of several Nassau County Legislative Proclamations and awards as 
well as local and national recognition as a Leader of Excellence recognized by 
Nassau BOCES and Princeton Review (Top 20 School Counselor Leaders who 
make a difference).  
 
The most amazing and memorable accomplishment is her recent hire of one 
of the most impactful, dedicated and passionate School Counselor who exude 
strength, wisdom, and purpose. Mr. Kyle D. Bollar, a Brother of Alpha Phi 
Alpha, was Mrs. Faulkner’s very first student who recruited her to lead the 
charge for change at Walt Whitman High School in 1994. What a legacy to 
have her “first Faulkner” work alongside her as she continues to motivate, 
encourage and develop future change agents. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 
 

Alexa Boylan 
Westbury High School 

Class of 2021 
 
 

 
Alexa possesses strong commitment to 
leadership and leverages her knowledge to serve 
others in any community that she is a part of. 
Her leadership is demonstrated in many 
respects. During COVID-19, Alexa surmounted 
the challenge of her parents’ COVID illness by 
voluntarily taking a course designed to educate 
youth about COVID-19 epidemiology. She then 
further enrolled in an online course offered by 
Johns Hopkins University to become a Contact 
Tracer. Going beyond this, she utilized what she 
learned about to serve as a credible youth 
messenger amongst her peers. She created a 

youth oriented PSA and content to promote safe practices during the 
pandemic.  
 
Alexa is the Treasurer of a 30-plus member teen group of the Nassau County 
Chapter of Jack & Jill of America, Inc., a local chapter of a national 
organization dedicated to youth development and the fostering of future 
African American leaders. She previously served as the Education Chair of 
the chapter’s Gavel Club, focused on developing public speaking skills and 
helping other youth do the same.  



 

 

As a member of the Nassau County Youth Council, Alexa’s role as a peer-to-
peer educator involves arming herself with knowledge, conducting research, 
building connections with subject-matter experts and professional, to develop 
youth-friendly educational content for the purpose of educating other teens 
county-wide on emerging youth issues such as vaping, mental health, 
healthcare disparities, new voter education for teens, and food insecurity.  

She is a member of the Molloy College Energeia for Teens Partnership 
Program, a leadership training program. Her immersion into the Energeia 
community allows her the opportunity to engage with youth representing all 
socioeconomic, racial, and ethnic backgrounds using social education and 
group activities to build trust and nurture connections which fosters increased 
and reciprocal appreciation for diversity and cultural differences.  

Service  

Alexa’s extensive service record speaks for itself. Her volunteerism which 
amounts to hundreds of service hours as a hospital volunteer, serving as a 
mentor, engaging, or supporting other youth and other vulnerable 
populations is not only admirable but shows a maturity and understanding 
that she is empowered to make a difference and that individuals “closest to the 
pain” must be involved in community support and in the creation of solutions. 
This quality in a developing teen is extraordinary.  

Some of Alexa’s noteworthy service endeavors include volunteer work with 
the Nassau County’s Office of Youth Services during the emerging youth 
vaping crisis as well as during the COVID pandemic in Nassau County. She 
distributed food to families experiencing food insecurity during COVID 19 in 
2020 and used her Spanish language skills to aid in communicating COVID-19 
information to bridge language barriers during those times.  

She voluntarily trained as an Anti-vaping Ambassador and then facilitated 
peer-to-peer, public-speaking engagements across the county. Public speaking 
in this capacity at times required her to speak to large assemblies of students 
in other school districts, or at early morning student assemblies before 
beginning her own academic day, in her home district. Her willingness, 
confidence and enthusiasm to support other youth, the disenfranchised and 
other vulnerable population is again extra ordinary.  



 

 

Academic  

Alexa is committed to striving for academic excellence. One of Alexa’s most 
impressive academic traits is her demonstrated commitment to her pursuit of 
the highest quality education accessible to her.  

Her work ethic, willingness to challenge norms has translated into academic 
success that is balanced against other interests. Choosing to enroll in six 
college-level introductory courses; taking Advanced Placement Chemistry and 
AP Biology simultaneously is a highly challenging academic endeavor that is 
not typically pursued by her peers. It requires self-actualization and personal 
commitment, characteristics necessary for success in college.   

In addition, Alexa immersed herself in learning Spanish as a second language 
throughout high school, furthered her academic development by taking 
College Research and other classes in a weekend Science Technology Entry 
Program (STEP) all throughout her high school years. She has a love for the 
sciences that is evident through her involvement in independent learning 
opportunities, medical exploratory programs designed to give youth insight 
into the medical profession, shadowing physicians and volunteering. All of 
which supports her success in the classroom environment and career interest 
in medicine.  

Career Interest  

Alexa has supported her longstanding interest in a career in medicine by 
engaging in a focused pursuit of career-insight experiences including her 
participation in a Northwell community initiative called Project Professional 
Career Conversations dedicated to exposing youth to an array of professional 
careers in healthcare; participating in medical career exploration camps, 
engaging in workshops provided by entities such as Mentoring in Medicine. 
Alexa’s confidence and comfort in engaging with career professionals and 
adults led to her gaining an invitation from Northwell’s Associate Chief of 
Obstetrics for her to observe a delivery of twins via C-section in addition to a 
live birth. Some insight into Alexa’s commitment to this career pathway is 
that one of her favorite past times is pouring into the information found in the 
1,095-page, encyclopedic book Gray’s Anatomy written by Henry Gray and 
first published in 1858. A book she began reading in middle school at an age 
when she could hardly understand many of the words written therein.  



 

 



 

 

 
Justin Jackson 

North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University 
Class of 2022 

 
 
Justin Jackson is currently an Honors 
Junior at North Carolina Agricultural 
and Technical State University studying 
Information Technology with a focus 
on Cybersecurity with a 3.98 GPA.  
 
He was born on June 20th in 2000 in 
Elmont, New York. He attended Elmont 
Memorial where he gained over 1000 
hours in community service by being a 

Junior Volunteer Firefighter and volunteering at the nearby pantry 
to name two activities, there was much more. This all led up to 
him becoming homecoming king and starting his journey to North 
Carolina to attend his illustrious university.  
 
The summer before going to college, he spent a few weeks at 
Google's Computer Science Summer Institute for HBCU students. 
His freshman year, he was a part of several clubs such as ACM, 
Men on The Move, the National Society for Black Engineers. His 
second semester, he was the only non-legacy freshman to be 
selected to join this life changing fraternity, Alpha Phi Alpha.  
 
In the same year, he started his own sneaker restoration business 
named Master of Sole and it has been flourishing since. This past 
Summer, he was an intern at Eli Lilly, serving as a Cloud 
Monitoring Solutions Intern. Justin currently serves as Beta 
Epsilon’s Vice President. This upcoming Summer he will be 
interning at Deloitte in Atlanta, working with their Cyber Defense 
team. 

 



 

 

 
 

The Friends of Toulon Campaign Congratulate 
Suffolk County Sheriff Dr. Errol D Toulon Jr. 
on receiving the 2021 Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Commemorative Celebration’s Drum Major 

Award. 



 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 


